
Literature & Film – ½ credit senior level reading requirement 
 
Description: 
This course explores the complex interplay between film and literature with the intent to develop 
critical readers and viewers. Selected novels (fiction and nonfiction), short stories, plays and graphic 
novels are analyzed in relation to film versions of the same works in order to gain an understanding of 
the possibilities—and problems—involved in the transposition to film.  Students will also study basic 
film history, vocabulary and production, and compare and contrast literary elements with film 
elements and the ways in which these literary techniques have been adapted to film.  As this is a 
course in literature and film analysis, students are expected to have the necessary background and 
experience in analyzing, discussing, and responding to literature, as well as the ability to conduct 
independent research and to write correctly documented research essays using MLA format. 
 
Summer Reading Assignment: 
One of the first pieces we will look at in the Fall will be how symbolism and characterization are used, 
in both literature and film, and how these elements change when considering the medium(s) in which 
they are used.  For this reason you will need to secure a copy of Winston Groom’s novel Forrest Gump.  
This novel is available at the public library but you can also purchase your own copy.  If you purchase 
your own, you may highlight and annotate as you see fit.  If it is a borrowed copy we would 
recommend using post-it notes to annotate key elements within the novel and any symbolism used.  It 
is not necessary that you watch the film (we will be doing that in class), but it is necessary that you 
read the novel.  If you purchase the novel on an electronic device to read, again, use post-it notes to 
record key passages along the way. 
 
On the second day of school, there will be a quiz over the novel to assess your comprehension and, a 
few weeks later, there will be a paper over both the reading and the film.  The focus of that paper will 
be on film symbolism and characterization.  For that reason, please complete the attached assignment 
while reading Forrest Gump. 
 
If you have any questions between now and June 3rd please see/ask an English teacher.   
 
Thank you and enjoy the book! 
 
The WHS English Dept. 


